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missions ; and the Cornish lawyers created lawsuits on the
pretence of maintaining the privileges of the tinners, " when
in truth it is in the main a contrivance to make themselves
masters of the mines and the profits thereof " *.
In addition to the free miners, another grade of small Survival
independent producers survived among the cutlers wh
fashioned the steel into finished products. The ' little
master', working on his own material with his own tools,
existed side by side with the substantial master cutler
employing wage-labour. Anyone who had served an
apprenticeship was entitled to set up in the trade, and' strike
his own mark'; but many, " who have very small means
of maintenance of living other than by their hard and daily
labour as workmen to the cutlers ", appear to have remained
in the condition of lifelong journeymen working for hire 2.
Even the small master found difficulty in maintaining his
independence. His economic status deteriorated with the
rise of a class of factors, who originally served as commission
agents for the London merchants, and by the beginning of
the eighteenth century had come to supply the working cutler
with the materials and to take off his hands the finished
articles8. Thus in the cutlery trades, as in the textile
industries, the gild stage of organization was gradually
superseded by the domestic stage in which the ownership of
the material was transferred from the manual producer to
the capitalist employer. The small master continued, how-
ever, to survive as an independent producer so long as he
was able to obtain credit for materials. To safeguard his
independence, the Cutlers' Company 4 in 1680 established a
warehouse in which he could deposit his wares as security
for advances made in money or materials. The goods were
sold to customers, the depositors pledging themselves to
supply their wares only to the storehouse. This experiment,
1 Aggravii Venetian* (1697), part ii. 4, 7-9.
*  Lloyd, The Cutlery Trades, 139, 150, 173, 191.
3 Statutes, iv. part ii. 1242 (Act incorporating the Cutlers* Company) ;
Lloyd, op. cit. 194, 235-236, 328.
*  For the Cutlers' Company, see infra, vol. iii. 334.   For the control of
the trade, see Hunter, The History and Topography of Sheffield (ed. 1819),
118 seq.